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Share your story 
If you have a story relating to our work 
that you would like to share, email us 
at team@frontierservices.org

You can help bush communities today and into the future. 

	✓ Make a tax-deductible gift by completing the donation form on page 11 of this 
magazine, or donate online at frontierservices.org/donate

	✓ Register to volunteer or check out our current volunteering opportunities in areas 
of most need at frontierservices.org/outback-links

	✓ Leave a lasting legacy by including a Gift in your Will to Frontier Services. To learn 
more, visit frontierservices.org/bequest 

Acknowledgement
Frontier Services acknowledges the 
sovereign First Peoples on whose 
lands and waters we live, meet, 
and work. We pay our respects to 
their Elders past and present and 
to all descendants of these Nations 
who have cared for this place since 
creation.

About Frontier Services
We are Australia’s oldest bush 
charity, and we are here to help 
people living on the land. Through 
the generosity of our supporters, 
we provide practical, pastoral, and 
spiritual help to people in rural and 
remote areas of Australia.



Message from the 
National Director

Welcome to Frontier News!

Thank you for being such an 
important part of this movement of 
care and kindness for our mates in 
the bush. In this edition, you’ll see 
many of the ways you’ve recently 
brought hope and practical support 
to people in rural and remote 
Australia.  

You’re helping children in Marble 
Bar, Western Australia, to learn and 
grow in their culture. Bush Chaplain 
David Jackson has teamed up with 
local community advocate Kristy 
to create a fun, safe space for First 
Nations children.

Want to know more about your 
Bush Chaplains? Turn to Page 6 to 
read how they create connection 
and belonging, find out who wants 
a never-ending supply of Tim Tams, 
and meet your newest Bush Chaplain, 
James Hughes!

In the lead up to National 
Reconciliation Week, you’ll hear from 
Frontier Services Board member 

Kym Korbe, a proud Koa, Kuku Yalanji 
woman and member of the Uniting 
Aboriginal and Islander Christian 
Congress. Kym shares her insights 
on the steps we can all take in our 
journey to reconciliation (Page 14).

You may even find your next 
adventure! Flip to the back cover to 
see a current list of opportunities 
for you to join our Outback Links 
volunteer projects. If you love to 
provide hands-on help, or can just 
visit someone in the bush to give 
them some much-needed company 
for a few days, and experience the 
uniqueness and beauty of Australia 
at the same time, we’d love to hear 
from you!

Thank you so much for all you do to 
stand with those who live in the bush. 
Your continued care is precious.

Rob Floyd
National Director
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When you run the swimming pool in 
a remote town, you get to know the 
local kids well.

That was Kristy Brown’s role for three 
years in Marble Bar, a remote town 
in the Pilbara region of Western 
Australia. The town sits alongside 
the First Nations community of 
Binya, and Kristy regularly sees many 
children from Binya at the pool. 

“In the three years I've been there, I 
have become very close with the kids in 
the community,” Kristy shares. “I was 
aware of the need to guide and support 
these kids as they grow up.”

A safe yarning place
Kristy realised many of the children 
were having a hard time and that this 
would continue if they didn’t learn 
vital life skills. “Things like managing 
money and savings. Things like 

How your kindness showed 
up in a pool in the Pilbara
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David and Kristy, who take your care to the 
children of Marble Bar



healthy eating, personal hygiene, even 
computer skills.”

This is when your care showed 
up through Bush Chaplain David 
Jackson. Kristy explained her passion 
for supporting these children, and 
together, they started what is now the 
Marble Bar Youth Project.

Thanks to your support, David and 
Kristy could create a safe space for 
young people to come together 
for learning, connection, and 
community. “They call it yarning, 
where they tell stories, so I wanted a 
safe yarning place for them,” Kristy 
explains. “A program where the kids 
could learn life and work skills. So 
when they do leave Marble Bar, they’re 
able to join the workforce and be 
confident.”

Alongside storytelling, the Marble 
Bar program includes learning 
to sew, write comicbooks, grow 

veggies, and connecting with the 
children’s culture through Language 
and cooking. The children are also 
learning leadership skills.

Your support is needed
Kristy’s goal for the future is that the 
program would be owned and led by 
the community. 

Yet funding challenges threaten 
its future. Kristy no longer lives in 
Marble Bar, so she travels there 
every fortnight. She’d love to go 
weekly, but with the round-trip 
costing around $150 in fuel, it’s 
simply out of reach. 

Ongoing funding is also needed for 
project resources such as materials 
for arts and crafts, ingredients 
for cooking, and food for shared 
mealtimes. 

David and Kristy are determined to 
share how this work you support can 
have a life-changing impact: “If we 
can prove to everybody just how great 
this program is, maybe in the future 
we can get a little bit more funding.” 
So together, through this program, 
you can nurture and grow the next 
generation of leaders.

To support Bush Chaplain David’s 
work and pass on your care to the 
children of Marble Bar and Binya, 
you can send a gift using the form 
enclosed, or go to
frontierservices.org/donate
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Coming together for a meal is key for 
community and connection



Get to know your 
Bush Chaplains!
In February, your Bush Chaplains 
came together in Sydney to share 
experiences, learn from each other, 
pray together, and discover new 
ways to bring your kindness and 
compassion to more people in 
remote Australia. 

At the start of the gathering, each 
Bush Chaplain joined congregations 
across Sydney at their weekly worship 
service. They shared stories and 
experiences of Bush Chaplaincy in 
each of their unique remote areas, 
and connected with hundreds of 
wonderful supporters over a cuppa 
afterwards. 

While spending time with the Bush 
Chaplains in the days following, we 
asked them questions on your behalf 
about living and working in the bush. 
Questions such as how they stay 

connected when they’re in the 
most remote parts of the outback, 
and what luxury item they would 
love to carry with them.

As you’ll see, good coffee features 
highly on the list! And the other 
thing they have in common? A heart 
for others. Thank you for your care 
and compassion, passed on through 
the kindness of the Bush Chaplains. 
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Joe Eka 
Kennedy Remote Area
What is something you always take with you in the bush?
My sense of God's presence and my phone!

How do you create a connection and sense of community?
We tell stories and have a cuppa. The more you get to know people and make good 
connections, the more you are welcomed into their homes and communities.

Our Bush Chaplains gathered with Rev Charissa 
Suli, the 17th President of the Uniting Church in 
Australia
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Jennie Feldmeier
Cunnamulla, Burke & Wills Remote Area
Something you always take with you:
My phone, as it is also my camera, and I love taking photos of 
what I do and where I go to share online. (You can see Jennie’s 
photos on Facebook @outbackchappie)

How do you stay connected when you’re out there on your own?
I make lots of calls, especially when I am driving (handsfree of course!).

One luxury item you would take with you:
Absolutely, without question, my stovetop cappuccino maker.

What’s a simple thing you take with you to help build connection with the 
people you meet in the bush?
I love to take small gifts to give people wherever I go. It makes them feel seen, 
cared for, and connected.

What have you learned from living in the bush about connecting with 
others?
I am more intentional now than I ever was. I take time because we have time 
out here. I try to contact those who I am going to visit to see if they need 
anything brought out. It’s the little things that make the difference.

David Jackson
Pilbara Remote Area
What is something you always take with you in the bush?
My wife Di, of course!

If you could travel inland with one luxury item, what would that be?
Definitely a coffee machine. Or one of those fully-kitted out luxury caravans.

What’s one way you create a sense of connection when you meet people 
in the outback?
By hosting a BBQ and setting up a free pop-up op shop where the community 
can gather and find what they need. In another location, I organise activities 
for children so their parents can visit the nurse without worry.
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Erica (Ric) Payne 
Mid-West Remote Area
Something you always take with you:
My Bible, iPhone, sugar-free Minties, and usually, my ‘worry-
beads’. How on earth can I choose just one thing?!

How do you stay connected?
By phone, if connection is available. If not, I stay connected with God through 
prayer and/or meditation, and by journaling, and occasionally, by drawing or 
artwork.

One luxury item you would take:
An endless supply of chocolate muffins or Tim Tams for sharing with both 
young and old!

How do you create a sense of belonging and connection?
By reassuring people I am only a phone call away. By praying with them (with 
permission of course). And by giving them my time, being ‘real’… someone 
genuinely interested in them and willing to listen intently without judgement.

Something simple that builds connection:
Going for a walk together, or finding out that one interest they may have 
around which a conversation can be built. Often it is about ‘just being there’, 
sitting in silence where silence doesn’t need any words to fill it.

Noel Williams
Barwon Remote Area
How far do you travel?
Around 4,500–5,000 kilometres every month.

Something you always carry:
My mind-map book. I make notes about the conversations I have and things I learn 
along the way. It helps me think about what I can do to serve my community.

What you have learned:
I take even more time to listen…



Sunil (Sunny) Kadaparambil
Parkin-Sturt Remote Area
Something you always take with you:
I always carry a sense of purpose and a listening heart. My 
Bible and notebook also travel with me.

How do you stay connected?
Connection in the bush is not just about phone calls or emails—it’s about 
being present when you see people. I make the most of every face-to-face 
interaction, taking time to listen, share, and offer a helping hand. And when 
I can’t be there in person, I rely on handwritten notes, check-in calls when I 
have reception, and the good old bush telegraph—word travels fast out here!

One luxury item you would bring with you:
A proper coffee machine! There’s nothing like a good coffee to start the 
day, and it’s even better when shared with someone in the community. 
Conversations flow naturally over a cup of coffee, and in remote areas, those 
moments of connection mean everything.

Something simple that builds connection:
A handshake, a yarn, and a genuine smile. In the Parkin-Sturt Remote Area, 
people appreciate the little things: helping fix a fence, sharing a meal, or just 
sitting together in comfortable silence. It’s often not about what you say, but 
the fact that you made the time to be there.
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Jill Doolan 
Finke Remote Area
Something you always carry:
My Bible.

How do you create a connection and sense of community 
with the people in your patch?
We sit around and have a yarn, and I wait for people to open up.
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“I’m interested in the long 
story and the big picture.”

James and his late wife Michelle 
spent 10 years in Cape York in 
Far North Queensland—James as 
a pastor and Michelle as a Bush 
Chaplain, a perfect foundation for 
serving communities in the bush.

“I think those ten years were a great 
preparation for what I'm doing now [as 
a Bush Chaplain],” shares James. “I did 
a lot of driving to a lot of remote places.”

James comes with extensive 
experience in youth work and 
community outreach. Now serving 
the West Arnhem Remote Area 
in the Nothern Territory, he is 
passionate about mentorship, faith, 
and creating positive alternatives 
to substance abuse and risky 
behaviours. James believes in giving 
young people experiences beyond 

their community, so they can see 
the world of possibilities that are 
available to them.

“I want to give young people a vision 
of what is possible in their lives. I want 
them to meet other young people who 
don’t come from the same place as 
they do and talk about what we’ve got 
in common and our differences.”

Like anyone entering a new 
community, James understands 
that building trust and forming 
meaningful connections takes time: 
“I’m interested in the long story and 
the big picture.”

For James, the best way to create a 
sense of connection and community 
is through listening, fellowship, 
and singing. And while a cuppa 
goes a long way, James has a little 
something extra he uses to bring 
people together: “Toffee-coated salted 
plums. Everyone loves them!”

Meet your newest 
Bush Chaplain: James Hughes



I wish to support the people of remote Australia.
One-time donation
�	$30     � $50     �	$100     � My choice of $ 												            

Outback Angel 
I wish to become an Outback Angel and make a monthly donation of:
�	$30     � $50     �	$100     � My choice of $ 												             ($15 minimum)

I wish to pay by

�	 Credit card. Please debit my:   		 � VISA   		 � Mastercard  		  � Amex		

Card Number																																				                                     Expiry Date 

Name on Card																								                        Signature

																																		                                   																												                         
�	 Cheque / Money Order made payable to Frontier Services

�	 Direct deposit / Bank transfer
Account name: Frontier Services					    Reference: 																		                
BSB Number: 032-014	
Account number: 116430

Please complete these details even if you have donated previously.
Supporter Number (if known) 																																						                                   

Title					     First Name																		                  Last Name	 																	               

Address  																																																							                                                    

Suburb  																							                        State 										          Postcode 										       

Phone / Mobile  																																																	                                               

Please email my receipt
Email 																																																										                                                       

Please return this form to PO Box A2266 Sydney South NSW 1235 or you may:
🖥   Donate online frontierservices.org/donateFN	 📞   Call 1300 787 247	
		

FNMAY25-RM

Your personal information is collected to enable us to provide you with news, and a receipt 
for donations. You can request to have your details or contact preferences changed at 
any time by phoning 1300 787 247. To read more about how Frontier Services uses your 
information, please visit frontierservices.org/our-privacy-policy

Please write the Reference you used 
to help identify your payment.
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An Australian Inland Mission nurse, May Eickhoff understood the 
importance of caring for people in rural and remote Australia. 
To ensure this work would continue 
beyond her lifetime, May had 
chosen to leave a Gift in her Will 
to Frontier Services. Here, May’s 
daughter Fiona shares how May’s 
passion for fighting injustice and 
her faith drove her commitment to 
serving others. 

“My mother May worked in the 
clinic at Ernabella Mission in South 
Australia from 1951 to 1953 as a 
midwife, returning a few years later.”

A lifelong love of the bush

When May was 28 years old, God 
stepped in—through the Australian 
Inland Mission. They needed 

someone to do a two-week audit of 
their medical clinics spread across the 
Red Centre of the Northern Territory. 

May volunteered and was sent off 
with driver Charles ‘Chook’ Eickhoff.

“I believe it was this trip that gave 
Mum a lifelong appreciation for 
the need for ongoing services to 
the isolated communities of inland 
Australia,” says Fiona. 

May and Chook were married 
in 1958. Twenty years later, her 
beloved Chook died suddenly, 
leaving May to raise five teenagers 
on her own. 

In loving memory of May Eickhoff (née Turvey)
1930 – 2024

May’s legacy of love and care
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“Mum never lost interest in the [now] 
Uniting Church’s work in outback 
Australia. In the mid-1980s she 
became the last House Mother for 
Frontier Services at Coen in Far North 
Queensland. There, for about six 
months, she made a home for three or 
four children as they attended school 
away from their isolated properties."

“I’ve been so blessed…"

“I would be remiss if I did not mention 
Mum’s faith during all this. To say her 
faith was ‘important to her’ would 
be inadequate. It was deep and 
strong and simply a part of who 
she was.

"Not long before Mum died at 94 years 
old, she said to me for the hundredth 
time, 'I have had such a good life, I 
have been so lucky, so blessed.' 

That was Mum. She worked hard, rose 
above everything, always saw the good 
stuff, and had so much to give back.“

For information about how you 
can leave a lasting legacy for 
remote Australian communities, 
please contact James Nevein, 
Relationships Officer via email to 
jamesn@frontierservices.org 
or call 02 7228 4659, or visit 
frontierservices.org/bequest

Chook and May in outback Australia. 
Thanks to May’s Gift in her Will, her legacy 
of kindness and care for people in remote 
Australia continues today.
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Kym Korbe is a proud Koa, Kuku 
Yalanji woman, a Board member of 
Frontier Services, and a member of 
the Regional Council and National 
Executive of the Uniting Aboriginal 
and Islander Christian Congress. 

Here, Kym shares what reconciliation 
means to her, particularly in relation 
to the works of Bridging Now to Next 
and how we can work together for 
meaningful relationships of change.

“The work of reconciliation for me 
starts with reconciling myself to all the 
things that are missteps in my life, and 
how I reflect and try to do better each 
day towards God and others.

“Globally, [it means] coming together 
in a unified hope; for everyone to be 
seen and respected for who they are, 
the story of their place, and for each 
person to demonstrate patience, 
kindness, and grace in workings 
through difference.

“I think of the Aboriginal teaching of 
Darn Najun Burri, which was given 
to me by my Aunty Denise Proud, who 
received this teaching from her mother, 
my grandmother. Darn Najun Burri 

emphasises empathetic relationships 
with others. It is connected with the 
concept of grace, gratitude, and 
counting one’s blessings.

“Right now, it feels like an historic 
time where we have taken a few steps 
backwards with reconciliation. It also 
feels historic because we are in a place 
where if we can get it right, we can 
reshape the narrative of our identity, 
as peoples of these lands. So, it is on 
us all now to not just lead, but to be 
intentional in creating opportunities 
for younger generations to contribute 
meaningfully to the social and cultural 
landscapes. This is their birth right and 
responsibility.”

“A great first step, wherever you reside, 
is to recognise that you are in Country 
that has been walked on for thousands 
of years. Know the Country on which 
you're walking, and don't be afraid of 
that. It's something to be shared: the 
rich history that thousands of people 
have walked on these lands before you 
did. I just think that's a wonderful thing 
to embrace as both First and Second 
Peoples together.”

Bridging Now to Next
National Reconciliation Week 27 May – 3 June 2025

“We've all become used to running at a pace that isn’t 
as helpful for us as a nation. So take time to pause 
and be strengthened by the place in which you live, 
walk on Country, know your areas, listen to everything 
that's happening around you, try to develop a sense of 
the Spirit within Country a bit more, and be informed 
by what you sense.” 
- Kym Korbe
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In their loneliest moments, 
you show up
Thank you for reaching those 
who need it most 

Mental healthcare providers are few 
and far between in the bush. Even if 
there is one within driving distance, 
you’ll likely have to go on a waitlist. 
You could access online services, 
but your telephone and internet 
coverage is patchy. 

Yet despite living alone in outback 
Australia, people like Paul now know 
care is at hand.

And that’s because of you!

“It definitely helps being able to have a 
chat with [Bush Chaplain] Noel,” shares 
Paul. “I get a bit teary talking with him 
about losing my son…”

We recently asked you to care for 
men like Paul facing grief and loss. 
And you responded with generosity. 

Because of your kindness, Bush 
Chaplains like Noel can be there 
for people in the bush dealing 
with challenging times - from 

losing a loved one to losing their 
independence. 

Your care also means Outback Links 
volunteers, such as Carl, can be there 
for people like Paul.

As Paul says: “It was really good having 
Carl’s help. We did a bit of fencing and 
treated some introduced species of 
trees. It was a big help to me.”

This is how your generosity touches 
the lives of people in the bush. Your 
kindness lets them know that even 
though they may be far away, they 
are not forgotten.

Thank you for your continued care 
and compassion!

“Being present is the most important element of what 
I do as a Bush Chaplain… connecting face-to-face, 
listening and showing people they are cared for.

“Bush Chaplaincy is about connecting with people 
and meeting them where they are.”

- Bush Chaplain Noel
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Bacon and egg rolls bring 
joy in the bush!
When you’re running a community event in the 
outback, it can be a challenge to juggle all the tasks.

The remote town of William Creek becomes a 
hive of community fun and connection every 
March, thanks to your support of Bush Chaplain 
Sunny and the Outback Links volunteers
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William Creek, around 800 kilometers 
from Adelaide, has been hosting the 
annual Gymkhana and Motorkhana 
events for almost 60 years. It’s a 
vital opportunity for community 
connection. As committee member 
Helen explains: “We are in a very 
remote area, so it's important to have 
events where people can get together 
and talk about things.”

But a few years ago, the future of 
the event seemed uncertain. “We 
spoke to Frontier Services about how 
we were struggling a little bit,” Helen 
shares. “They said perhaps they could 
help out, and they've been coming 
ever since!”

Thanks to support from people like 
you, Bush Chaplain Sunny and a 
team of Outback Links volunteers 
stepped in to lend a hand. Through 
them, your kindness has become 
an invaluable part of bringing the 
community together.

The Gymkhana kicks off on a Friday 
in March with a community tea. 

“There’s pony rides for the kids, and 
then on Saturday, it’s all about the 
horse events,” Helen says. “In the 
afternoon, the motorbike events take 
over. And we always make sure there 
are games for those watching, so 
everyone gets to do something.”

The Outback Links volunteers you 
support play an important role. As 
Helen shares: 

“We’d be lost without them. They 
basically spend the whole Saturday 
in the kitchen and do just an 
amazing job. They cook bacon 
and egg rolls for breakfast, then 
sausages and steak sandwiches, 
and prepare all the other food and 
drinks. We’re very grateful.”

The event is also a great opportunity 
for Bush Chaplain Sunny to provide 
vital pastoral care to the community. 

In this 20th year of Outback Links, 
your kind support of Bush Chaplain 
Sunny and his team brings joy 
and connection to William Creek, 
fostering lasting, life-changing 
friendships. Thank you!
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Register now and secure your resources
We invite you to join with other 
congregations across Australia on 
Sunday 31 August, as together we 
share stories, give thanks to God for 
the work of your Bush Chaplains and 
Outback Links volunteers, and join 
in prayer for the people of rural and 
remote Australia.

Contact our team today via the QR 
code below to register your service, 
secure your resources, and check 
the availability of a Frontier Services 
speaker to join your worship.

*Of course, you’re welcome to run a 
special service on an alternate date of 
your choosing.

Uniting Church special 
day for Frontier Services 
Sunday: 31 August 2025 Bush Chaplain Jennie at 

Terrigal Uniting Church

For special audio and video of 
Bush Chaplains leading Service 
prayers, along with 
bulletin notices, 
posters and 
Great Outback BBQ 
resources, scan the 
QR code or visit 
frontierservices.org/congregations  

ORDER OF SERVICE 2025

 Standing with people 

in the bush through the 
storms of life 

Artwork by Rev Dona Spencer

Bring the bush to your church 
community with new resources and 
celebrate how far your kindness reaches!



We’re for helping 
local communities
Proudly working alongside Frontier Services in their  

Outback Links volunteer program.

mynrma.com.au/community
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Volunteers Needed

Register for these projects, or to find out 
about other volunteering opportunities, 
email outbacklinks@frontierservices.org 
or call 1300 787 427

Can you lend a hand?

Be part of the historic opening of the Oodnadatta Church, 7–14 May 2025
Join Bush Chaplain Sunny in Oodnadatta, SA in making the new church a 
welcoming place for the community. Help with gardening, landscaping, 
painting, cleaning, and be there as we celebrate the opening of this important 
space where people can gather to worship and connect. BYO accommodation

Help celebrate community in Central Australia, 1–4 Aug 2025
Join Bush Chaplain Benji at the legendary outback sports event, the Harts 
Range Bush Sports Weekend. Be part of an unforgettable event in Central 
Australia (215km east of Alice Springs) as we raise awareness about the work 
of Bush Chaplains and Outback Links volunteers! Help with: event support, 
canteen assistance, merchandise sales, general setup and pack-down. Some 
meals provided, BYO accommodation

Support at the Bony Mountain Folk Festival, Sep 2025
Bring joy and presence to this community folk festival in Warwick, QLD. Help with 
booth setup and cleanup, decorations, gate assistance, and help spread the word 
about our work in remote communities and how others can get involved. Some 
meals provided, BYO accommodation or stay nearby


